CITY of
SPRINGFIELD
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May 206, 1991

Mr. Bill Gaddy

Modern Mailing Systems, Inc.
1938 E. Meadowmere
Springfield, MO 65804

Dear Mr. Gaddy:

Last week Gene Pabst and I investigated an odor complaint at
your business. While we were there we noticed a couple of
plumbing problems: the air conditioner condensate tube dis-
charges into an open sewer pipe and the sink in the back room
is not trapped.

The fact that gases can enter your building from the sewer
indicates that potentially serious health and safety hazards
exist on your premises, and steps should be taken to correct
this problem. Some of the most common dangerous gases that
exist in the sewer and their hazards (from the Manual of 1In-
struction for Sewage Treatment Plant Operators) are:

Carbon Monoxide - Colorless, odorless, non-irritating. Flam-
mable, explosive. Hemoglobin of the blood
has a strong affinity for the gas, causing
oxygen starvation in the tissues.

Hydrogen - Colorless, odorless, tasteless, non-poisocnous.
Flammable, explosive. Propagates flame rapidly.
Acts mechanically to deprive the tissues of
oxygen. A simple asphyxiant.

Methane -~ Colorless, odorless, non-poisonous. Flammable,
explosive.

Hydrogen Sulfide - Rotten egg odor in small concentrations.

Colorless, poisonous. Flammable, explo-
sive.

Carbon Dioxide - Colorless, odorless, non-flammable. Not

generally present in dangerous amounts un-
less there is a deficiency of oxygen.
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There are, of course, many other substances that can be
present in the sanitary sewer. However, plumbing in good re-
pair is designed to prevent sewer gas from venting back into
the building.

If we can be of any further assistance, or if you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to call.
Yours Truly,

Draredle

>Karén Chandler
Water Pollution Control Inspector
Surveillance and Enforcement

KC/jb

cc: Mr. Steve Meyer, P.E., Sanitary Engineer
Mr. Randy Lyman, Sewer Surveillance & Billing Supervisor
Mr. Joe Harmon, Health Dept.
Mr. B. Borgstadt, Building Regulations
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